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Fre nch Ptoteſtant Weavers, 


HAT in the Reign of the late Queen Elizabeth, and of all her 
| Succeſlors; ſuch Proteſtants Strangers, being Weavers, as have 

come hither, and been admitted of the Company, have been 
ſuffered -quietly to uſe their Trades. ; 

That 1n King Charles the Second's Reign, there being ſome Differences 
between the Company of Weavers, and ſome Proteſtants Strangers uſing 
that Trade, there was, after a full Hearing in Council, ſome Rules made 
and agreed upon by the Company of Weavers, and formed into By-Laws, 
on which ſuch Proteſtants Strangers ſhould Work in their Trade. 

That the French Proteſtants Refugies of that Trade, having been ad- 
mitted by the Maſter and Aſſiftants of the Company, have duly obſerved 
the ſaid By-Laws, and Bear, and Pay in common with the other Members 
of the Company, all Duties and Charges of the ſame. 

That of late, fome private Informers have proſecuted theſe Weavers 
upon the Statute of 5 Eliz. for Exerciſing their ſaid Trade, as not ha- 
ving ſerved an Apprentice-ſhip thereto, for Seven Years, tho' the intent 
of that Statute be fully anſwered in their Skill and Abilities to Exerciſe 
the ſame ; by means whereof, if permitted to proceed, many Thouſand 
Families will be Ruin'd, who left their Native Country, by reaſon of the 
Cruel and Barbarous Perſecutions Exerciſed in France, againſt thoſe of 
the Reformed Religion, and who. Tranſported themſelves into this King- 
dom, for Shelter and Refuge, upon the Encouragemeat of the late King 
Charles the Second*s (of ever Bleſſed Memory) Declaration, iſſued out in 
July 168X ; and by that of Their Preſent Majeſtics, of the 25th of 4pril 
x689, Promiſing to them, all ſorts of Privileges and Proteftions. And 
if ſome ſpeedy courſe be not taken, to hinder ſach Pretenſions, - they will 
be forc'd to leave this Kingdom ; or, be a Charge to the Publick, having 
nothing but their Trade, ro maintain their numerous Families. 

That His Majeſty and His moſt Honourable Privy Council have been ſo 
Senſible of the Unreaſonableneſs of theſe Proſecutions, that upon Appli- 
cation made, by ſome French Proteſtants, to His Majeſty in Council, He 
wasGratiovuſly Pleaſed torefer the Petition to Sir George Treby, His Majcſties 
Attorney General, and to order him to Mediate with the Maſter of the Com- 
pany, to admit them to the Freedom of Exerciſing their Trades ; which if 
he could not effe&, to Report to the Board, what Courſe he judged moſt 
adviſeable, for procuring that Liberty to theſe French Proteſtants. 

And that the Art and Myſtery of Weaving Stuffs, and Silk, after the 
French way, havebeen brought hither by the Proteſtants Strangers, to the 
great Advantage and Benefit of this Nation, and to the great Loſs and Im- 
poveriſhing of the French King ; who loſt by the Perſecution againſt his 
Proteſtant People, both his ManufaQtures and his SubjeQts. 


In Order to whoſe Relief; this Honourable Houſe have been Pleaſed to 


give leave for a Bill to be brought in; They therefore humbly Pray 
the Favour of this Houſe, in paſſing the ſame. 
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